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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The city of Vermin ion presents a unique problem in South Dakota. Dur­ 
ing its early settlement, Vermillion was located below the bluff that over­ 
looks the Missouri and Vermillion Rivers, or in the "bottoms" as it is 
commonly called. The flooding of the Missouri River in 1881 changed all 
that. Businesses, homes, and parts of houses were relocated on the bluff 
overlooking the former townsite. However, unlike some cities which have a 
nucleus of elite neighborhoods, Vermillion townspeople struck out in all 
directions. For example, block 41 in Snyder's addition (west Vermillion) 
contains a wealth of single story modest homes built before the turn of the 
century, while Forest Avenue (south of Main Street) possesses some beautiful 
spacious homes constructed by old Vermin ion families. Likewise, Cottage 
Avenue on the other side of town offers some valuable contributions. Out­ 
standing historical and architectural homes dot Vermillion, making it 
necessary to choose a single representative area that combines these 
qualities.

The University of South Dakota's influence on the town cannot be under­ 
estimated. The homes within the designated historic district have provided 
and continue to provide shelter for numerous University of South Dakota 
professors, students, and administrators. Some like the Neoclassic home at 
124 M. University, were built by pioneer college professors. Dean L. E. 
Akeley commissioned this modest house's construction in 1893.

Within the district are three commercial buildings which long served 
the University. The present Dee's Coffee Shop at 409 E. Clark has under­ 
gone a series of redecorations and name changes, but alums and students en­ 
joy its unchanging atmosphere. The Looking Glass at 411 E. Clark and Ma 
Brown's Grocery at 205 Willow have also played memorable roles in campus 
life. Fraternities were occasionally housed within the proposed district, 
and one, Delta Upsilon, maintains a lovely chapter house at 204 N. 
University.

Although other areas of Venriillion contain beautiful and/or signifi­ 
cant sites, no other area envelopes one in such a sense of time and place. 
Trees overhanging the road and old-fashioned streetlamps provide an aura 
of campus life long past.
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window with sidelights and a series of three double sash windows. The flat 
front porch roof is supported by Roman Doric columns. A screen room was added 
above the front porch. An aluminum door currently encases the front entrance.

204 N. Yale. Built in 1900 by the Richardson brothers, carpenters from 
New Hampshire, the structure was not altered until 1962. The main section of 
the roof is hipped with medium gable peaks on the north and east sides. Sur­ 
rounding the first floor on the south and east sides is a porch with Victorian 
furniture leg supports and balustrades. The second story porch on the east 
wall has similar supports, but its roof is an extension of the main hip roof. 
The horizontal wood siding and shingles stand upon a brick foundation. The 
front entrance is capped with a medium gable roof.

24 N. Yale. Tall slender double sash windows are used throughout this 
1 1/2 story L-shaped house. Two overhanging corners are located on the first 
floor facing east. The roofs are medium pitch gables with a djrmer at the 
juncture. A lean-to roof covers the single story front entrance. The house 
was built in 1900.

Although the Queen Anne influence is dominate within the proposed district 
variations of other styles also are present:

100 N. Yale. Brackets under the eaves and a rather steep truncated hip 
roof indicate that this home was influenced by the Italianate style. Windows 
are double sash and flat. The door on the front porch has a transom and 
modified sidelights. The single story front (east) porch has an engaged hip 
roof.

515 E. Clark. The hip roof and hip roof dormer define this 1917 house as 
a Mediterranean style. Three small single sash windows are set in the dormer. 
A one-story front (north) porch has an engaged hip roof and double sash win­ 
dows with mull ions encircling the porch.

21 Willow. Built in 1912 this 2 1/2 story home has a cut stone founda­ 
tion.A bay window topped with an engaged hip roof is attached to the north 
side. The windows on the first and second floors are generally flat with 
double sashes, but the hip roof dormer has four round-headed windows.

123 Willow. An addition on the north and east sides evidently was made 
soon after construction. A barely perceptible separation line in the brick 
foundation and differences in the material of the coal shutes distinguish the 
original house from the addition. Built in 1910, the home features a hip roof 
and hip roof dormers. Windows are double sash and have decorated heads. Wine 
colored bricks serve as a foundation.

412 E. Main. The Gothic influence is evident in this 1 1/2 story home. 
Round headed windows decorate the soaring peaks, but a stained glass picture 
window adorns the first floor facing south. The high pitched gable roof looms

GPO 921-724
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above an engaged hip roof on the front (south) porch

PRINCIPLE BUILDINGS IN VERMILLION HISTORIC DISTRICT

1. 117 Willow. The porch on this 1919 house is similar to the one on the 
building at 103 Willow. Half of the porch is screened in and the other 
half is open. Roman Doric columns and a balustrade support the porch. 
Windows have decorated lintels.

2. 123 Willow is a Queen Anne Style home described in detail in Description.

3. 216 Willow was influenced by the Queen Anne style and is described in de­ 
tail in Description.

4. 217 N. University is a Meoclassic Revival style house with a medium gable 
front (west) porch. The porch has furniture leg supports and a pediment 
above the front door. The house was built in 1905 and now is used as 
apartments for college students.

5. 204 N. University is a combination of the Queen Anne and Neoclassic Revival 
styles. The house was built in 1917. The main roof is hipped with medium 
gable peaks, which have palladian windows. The south wall has overhanging 
corners. The front one-story porch has an engaged hip roof supported by 
Roman Doric columns. A pediment extends out over the front door.

6. 114 N. University is a Queen Anne style house described in detail in 
Description.

7. 104 N. University is a Queen Anne style house described in detail in 
Description.

8. 408 E. Main. This Queen Anne style house has a varied roof line with hip­ 
ped dormers and medium gables. The south and west walls have a one-story 
porch surrounding them. The porch is supported by Roman Doric columns and 
a balustrade. Double wood doors with a single long glass pane in each 
comprise the front (south) entrance and have a glass transom across the 
top. An oval window opens onto the south wall on the second story of this 
home built in 1900.

9. 24 N. Yale is a Queen Anne style house described in Description.

10. 27 N. Yale. Queen Anne and Neoclassic Revival style influences are seen 
in this 1910 home. The main roof is hipped with medium gable peaks and 
hip dormers. A one-story partially screened porch curves around the south 
and west sides. A pediment tops the front (west) door. Horizontal siding 
a brick foundation and wooden shingles complete the exterior of the 
building.________________________________________

GP 0 921-724
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11. The garage behind 27 N. Yale used to be a barn. The gambrel roof has 
wooden shingles and the walls have horizontal wood siding. The owner is 
in the process of restoring the house and barn.

12. 122 ,N. Yale is a two and one-half story Queen Anne style home with Neo- 
classic Revival style elements. The one story porch curves around the 
south and east walls and is supported by Ionic columns. A pediment ap- 
oears above the front entrance which has a transom and sidelights. A 
(Circular window perches on the second floor between two double sash win­ 
dows. On the northeast corner is a flat-roofed turret. The house was 
built in 1915 and repaired in 1940.

13. 204 N. Yale is a Queen Anne style home described in the Description.

14. 218 N. Yale is a Queen Anne style home described in the Description.

15. 222 N. Yale is a Queen Anne style home described in detail in Description,

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF VERMILLION HISTORIC DISTRICT

Bigelow 1 
Bigelow 1 
Bigelow 1 
Bigelow 1 
Bigelow 1

s University Addition: 
s University Addition: 
s University Addition:

W 1/2 blocks 2, 5, and 8
all blocks 1,6, and 7
all auditor's tract A and B

s Addition: all blocks 63, 64, and 69 
s Addition: E 1/2 blocks 62, 65, and 68
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